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the township orchestra, invooation 
by Capt B. E. Stahl of the Glenn 
Orphans’ Home, numbers by the 
high school glee club, reading of 
the history of the township schools 
by Superintendent Fair, numbers by 
the Beelyville Jug Band, the address 
by Buperiptendent Wisehart, a talk 
by fhe’ principal, IL R. Yorke, and 
the general inspection of the school. 
This program is to begin at 8 o'clock 
in the evening, 

The dedication of the gymnasium 
will include mes between the 
Staunton and Glenn first and aec- 
ond basket ball games. 


HAUTE SUNDAY 


has only the lower grades, which 
thus have much better facilities. 

The gymnastum and auditorium 
fille the need of semi-rural com- 
munities for a neighborhood center 
of social and other activities As 
an auditoifum, it seats 1,500 per- 
sons. A stage la provided. In use 
as a gymnasium, the, renting c? 
pacity is 800. County Superintend- 
ent Fair looks upon the two schools, 
with thelr common heating unit, 
the form of "school plant" which 
the ideal of educntora. 

Tentative program for the dedi- 
cation Oct. 35 includes music by 


the Staunton High School. 
Stoner & Stewart were the arghi- 
tects for the bulld!iug and Howard 


TERRE 


> à 
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with 


Leach, general contractor. Work 
wns begun in October, 1927. The 
county school system in especially 
proud of this most recent addition, 
an it completes at Glenn, located 
several miles east of the city along 
the National Road, an entire school 
plant, which places the township in 
the ranks of the foremost in the 
county. The. former building nt 
Glenn housed both grammar grades 
and the high school and now, under 
W. R. Moore as assistant principal, 


Now practically completed and 
already in service, the new Glenn 
High School, in Lost Creek Town- 
ship, is to be dedicated Oct. 25, ac- 
cording to plans tentatively forme! 
by County Superintendent LeRoy 
Fair, Trustee Phillip Pease and 
Principal L R. Yorke. Roy P. 
Wiseheart, state superintendent of 
Public instruction, is expected to be 
present as principal speaker. The 
school inoludes a gymnasjum, which 
will be formally opened Oct. 26, the 
day after the dedication of the ro- 
mainder of the building. and on the 
occasion of two basket ball games 
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The YWCA runs fitness classes 
out of one room, and a model 
railroad club meets regularly in a 
room fully equipped with all’their 
miniature railroad paraphernalia. 

Senior citizens gather for meals 
Monday through Friday at the 
center and the place is head- 
quarters for other senior activities 
such as euchre games and shooting 
pool. The senior meals are part of 
the federally subsidized, low-cost 
nutritional meals program handled 
locally by the West Central Indiana 
Economic Development Distirct. 

Debbie Tucker, who was named 
to the center’s new position of 
community director about two 
weeks ago, said other activities 
include quilting, Thursday evening 
bingo, Cub Scout meetings an 
classes for those seeking high 
school diplomas. 

“I suppose 20,000 people or more 
pass through this place during any 
given year,” said Fucker. 

Wilson said things will really 
start popping this spring when 
2,000 people sign up for the 
center’s softball leagues. “We have 
guys driving from as far away as‘ 
Indianapolis and Bloomington to 
play in our softball league.” 

There are tennis courts outside | 
near the softball diamonds and a! 
new shelter has been built in honor 
of Pete Gallagher for all his help at 
the center. 

“We want to start up an after- 
school child-care program,” said 
Tucker, “and a day camp this 
summer.” There’s also talk of 
putting in a weight room, a jogging 
path and possibly outside shuffle 

ard and horse shoe pits. 

The center survives on dona- 
tions, fees from members plus 
allocations from township and 
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Old school 
ties strong 


By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


EAST GLENN, Ind. — It’s not 
entirely clear where this small 
community starts and where it 
ends. But it's an active little spot 
that seems to have strong loyalty 
from those who live there now and 
those who used to. 

Because the community is unin- 
corporated, just where it begins 
and ends is a bit fuzzy. Roughly it 
extends north to where Ladd Road 
intersects with Fort Harrison Road 
and south on Chamberlain Road to 
Hulman Links. It goes east to Stop 
18 Road where Seelyville begins 
and west to the U.S. 40 bridge over 
the railroad. 

, The center of activity is the 
former Glenn High School, a three- 
level building located on the corner 
of busy U.S. 40 and Chamberlain 
Road. It’s now simply called Glenn 
Ster. 
; e've got 1,100 people playin 
in our basketball lea es," Said 
Larry Wilson, center athletic direc- 
tor. That's more than twice the 
'number of people in this unin- 
puipotated community of 500 peo- 
ple. 
- Marge Stahley puts her All That 
Tap ‘N Jazz dancers through their 
paren in the top floor of the 
uilding, while across the hall 
Ruth and Rick Dantley operate the 
DAT gymnastic club. The place is 
filled with budding Mary Lou 
Rettons busy walking balance 
beams and working out on tumbl- 
ing mats. 
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.~a reading specialist in the Vigo 
had good County Schools Corp.; and Charles 
oth students ‘Clark, administrative assistant for ~ 


the same school corporation. 
Others GHS grads who went on 

to big things include James Morey 

who was graduatell from Harvard 


' University; Darrel Wible who was 


a Terre Haute radio sportcaster 


' before acquiring a. Ph. D. and 


becoming an English professor at 
Bernard: Plasket who 
became an inventor and sold a soap 


^ E to Proctor and Gamble; and 


rank Shipley contributed to the 
development of the dial system for 


telephones. 3 
Max Jones — director of the 


Terre Haute Boys Club until his 


recent death — is another Gienn 
High grad; so is. Terre Haute 
businessman Max Gibson. 


Ron Felling, brother of attorney 


Darrell, is a Glenn High grad wha 


went on to build a basketball 
dynasty at Lawrenceville High 
School in Illinois before resigning 


torn down last year. 
“Our school always 
spirit on the part of 
and their parents," recalled Col- 
tharp, now retired and living jüst 
down U.S. 40 from the former 
school building. *Wé had very few 
disciplinary problems." ' ` : 
Coltharp said many graduates of 
the small high school went on to 


distinguish themselves. During its ; 


' Purdue; 


peak years in the '50s and 60s, 


there were approximately 250 stu- `' 


dents in the top, four grades. . ' 
Among them are recently retired 


medical. doctor Clyde Jett and ` 
dentists Arthur Wright and John . 


E. King; New York state chinaware 


designer Richard* Huggins who. 


travels to Europe in his work; 
niversity home 
economics professor Joan Taylor 
Jacobs; Wayne's son «Robert Col- 
tharp who has a Ph.D. from the 
University of Florida and worked 
for NASA and. is now a chemical 


. engineer in Houston; Geneva Ross 


who is a doctor of education, and is,,;,two seasons ago. 


‘Indiana State 


county ‘officials. Tucker said 
operating expenses run to about 
$90,000 annually — about the 
amount in each year from fees, 
memberships and fund-raisers. 

Tucker said last year’s fund drive 
rounded up around $40,000 of the 
$50,000 goal. They had fish fries, 
spaghetti dinners, chili suppers, 

ea markets and dances to raise 
the money, she said. 

The civic center moved into the 
former Glenn High School in 1978. 
But that almost didn’t happen. 

“The building was close to being 
demolished,” Wilson said. “The 
wrecking ball was out here.” 

Wilson said at that point Terre 

: Haute attorney Darrell Felling and 


Gallagher were the prime figures © 


in gathering a group of interested 
citizens willing to save the build- 


ing. Felling is still the president of . 
the centers board of directors, 


which emerged from those meet- 
ings. Felling went to school in East 
Glenn and his parents still live 
there. 

The original Glenn High School 
was built in 1911 and graduated its 
first class in 1913. The first 
building was torn down to make a 
parking lot last year. It contained 
grades 1-12 until the top four 
grades moved into what is now the 
civic center — the new Glenn High 
School built in 1928. It closed its 
doors in 1961 and the students 
were all transferred to Gerstmeyer 
High School. High schoolers now: 
attend North Vigo High School. 

Wayne Coltharp taught history, 
Latin and social studies at Glenn 
High School for 41 years, retiring 
in 1972. He spent the last 11 years 
of his teaching career at Glenn 
Junior High School — the byilding 


1 
“I lived in that community 9) 
years,” said Ernest Anderson, 90 
who with his bride of 71 year: 
recently moved into Terre Haute. 1 
was born and raised there. 
Anderson went to what he called 
District Three school, an all-black 
school until it closed in 1957. 
“Electricity came out here in the 
early 30s,” said Anderson who usec 
kerosene lamps for light until tha: 
time. Anderson spent 20 years ir 
area mines, drove a Model T Forc 
school bus in the early 20s anc 
retired from the post office 20 year: 
ago at age 70. 


Anderson also did some farming 
“I used to plow with a team of 
horses near 19th and 25th street; 
near Wabash and Ohio Streets,| 
said Anderson, a great-great: 
grandfather whose seven childre 
all graduated from Glenn High 
School. He and his wife, Robert 
were married July 6, 1913. ] 


He said blacks went to tw 
churches north of East Glenn: Los 
Creek Baptist and Lost Creek Afro; 
American Methodist. | 


Leroy Edwards is a graduate o 
District Three School, Glenn Higi 
and Indiana State University i 
1966. Today he's a process enginee 
with Delco-Remy in Anderson. 


Three local historians have a 
least two different versions abou 
how East Glenn got its name. | 


According to ISU faculty 
members , Ronald L. Baker an 
Marvin Carmony in their book 
Indiana Place Names the com 
munity was named for nearby Gler 
Ayr, located a mile or so south of 
East Glenn. The two said a pos 
office was established in there ir 
1887, but discontinued in 1902. 


| 

In her book Historically Speak 
ing, Dorothy Clark said in 188( 
there was a railroad flag statiorj 
called Glendale where East Glenn 
now stands. The junction wag 
where the railroad tracks then 
crossed the National Road. Clark’ 
said East Glenn got its name from 
this location. h 


^ = 


ness the past nine years. 

“Business has changed a lot over 
the years,” said Mienheartt. “Peo; 
ple don't usé the local services lik 
they used to. A lot of them go ta 
Terre Haute instead." 

Mienheartt said he enjoys thé 
community. “It’s a nice place t 
raise a family,” he said. “People arı 
friendly.” 1 

Fred Bender farmed for 47 yearg 
in the East Glenn area beford 
recently retiring to Seelyville. Ha 
was also a mail carrier working out 
of the downtown Terre Haute pos 
office. 

He described area farmland 8 
mediocre. “You had to fertilize td 
raise anything,” said Bender whq 
raised hogs, cows and chicken 
along with beans, corn and wheat; 

Bender said the East Glenn 
Assembly of God church current] 
has approximately 300 members. ' 


' was one of the charter members of 


that church," Bender said of thá 
church which has just celebrated 
its 55th year; it began Feb. 2, 1930} 


with 41 members. 

The retired farmer said he 
members when U. S. 40 was firs 
paved. "It was around 1922," h 
said. "The old road was dug up an 
there were odds and ends pieces 
lumber," said Bender of that old 
time road made of logs. 

There's been a sizable blac 
community living several mile 
northwest of East Glenn for man 
years. The first blacks arrived i 
the area in the 1830s from Nort 
Carolina. 


€ 


Felling-coached teams went 68-0 
during the 1981-82 and 82-83 
seasons — first time this ever 
occurred in the 76-year history of 
Illinois prep basketball. They cap- 
tured back-to-back state titles dur- 
ing this unbeaten skein. 

One of Felling's top players was 
Marty Simmons, Illinois Mr. 
Basketball his senior year, and 
now playing for coach Bob Knight 
at Indiana University. 

Glenn High had outstanding 
basketball teams in the early 1950s 
when Jerry Stute, Cliff Phillips, 
Jack Kirchner plus Oscar and 
Charlie Sessions were on the floor 
for the Pirates. In the eaily 1950s, 
they were undefeated and held a 
high state ranking when they 
captured the Wabash Valley 
Basketball Tournament. But they 
had to give up this trophy, and 
their victories, when it was dis- 
covered one of their players had 
been ineligible because of his age. 

Many East Glenn residents com- 


ر 


. mute five miles or so to jobs in 
. Terre Haute and they also shop 


there. 

But the community is not 
without its businesses. The East 
Glenn Town Market operates at 
the corner where the lone signal 
light hangs. Lovers of Oriental food 
frequent Aunjalees restaurant — 
east of East Glenn nearer to 
Seelyville — and there's also 
Morgan’s Fine Food restaurant and 
bar. 

There are two churches: the 
Assembly of God and the Baptist 
church. 

Theres also the Lost Creek 
Trailer Park and East Glenn 
Sunoco station, where George 
Mienheartt has been doing busi- 
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ness the past nine years. i 
“Business has changed a lot over 


the years,” said Mienheartt. “Peo; 
ple don’t use the local services lik 


they used to. A lot of them go to 
Terre Haute instead.” 


Mienheartt said he enjoys the 


community. “It’s a nice place td 
raise a family,” he said. “People aré 
friendly.” à 


Fred Bender farmed for 47 years 


in the East Glenn area before 
recently retiring to Seelyville. Ha 
was also a mail carrier working out 
of the downtown Terre Haute post 
office. i 


He described area farmland ag 
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Bender said the East Glenn 
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its 55th year; it began Feb. 2, 1930} 
with 41 members. ‘ 

The retired farmer said he re: 
members when U. S. 40 was first 
paved. "It was around 1922," he 


said. "The old road was dug up and 
there were odds and ends pieces of 


lumber," said Bender of that old: 1 
time road made of logs. E 
Theres been a sizable black 
community living several miles 
northwest of East Glenn for many 
years. The first blacks arrived in 
the area in the 1830s from North 
Carolina. 

“I lived in that community 90 
years," said Ernest Anderson, 90) 
who with his bride of 71 years 
recently moved into Terre Haute. "1 
was born and raised there." 
Anderson went to what he called 
District Three school, an all-black , 
school until it closed in 1957.  ' 

“Electricity came out here in the 
early 30s," said Anderson who used 
kerosene lamps for light until that 
time. Anderson spent 20 years in 
area mines, drove a Model T Ford 
school bus in the early 20s and 
retired from the post office 20 years 
ago at age 70. 


Anderson also did some farming. 
"I used to plow with a team of 
horses near 19th and 25th streets 
near Wabash and Ohio Streets," 
said Anderson, a_ great-great: 
grandfather whose seven children 
all graduated from Glenn High 
School. He and his wife, Roberta; 
were married July 6, 1913. | 


He said blacks went to two 
churches north of East Glenn: Lost 
Creek Baptist and Lost Creek Afro- 
American Methodist: y 
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1966. Today he’s a process engineer 
with Delco-Remy in Anderson. / 
Three local historians have at 
least two different versions about 
how East Glenn got its name. 


According to ISU faculty 
members Ronald L. Baker and 
Marvin Carmony in their book 
Indiana Place Names the com: 
munity was named for nearby Glen 
Ayr, located a mile or so south of 
East Glenn. The two said a post 
office was established in there in 
1887, but discontinued in 1902. ; 


In her book Historically Speak: 
ing, Dorothy Clark said in 1880 
there was a railroad flag station 
called Glendale where East Glenn 
now stands. The junction was 
where the railroad tracks then 
crossed the National Road. Clark 
said East Glenn got its name from 
this location. ‘ 
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About town: Ernest and Roberta Anderson [above], married for 71 years, are among 
descendents of early black settlers in the East Glenn area. Seven of their children 
graduated.from Glenn High School. Larry Wilson, Glenn Center athletic director, is one 
who helped keep the center away from the wrecking ball. An estimated 20,000 people 
use the center each year. Wayne Coltharp [center] taught at Glenn High School for 41 
years and fondly recalls the school's "good spirit." Fred Bender [right], a retired East 


paved, replacing the old road, which 
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mediocre. “You had to fertilize td 
raise anything," said Bender whd 
raised hogs. cows and chickens 
along with beans, corn and wheat 


Assembly of God church currently 
has approximately 300 members. "1 
was one of the charter members of 
that church," Bender said of the : 
church which has just celebrated ' 


Tribune-Star/Jim Avelis 


knows no boundary 
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Three left feet: Glenn Center instructor Marge Stahley shows step to Andrea Shaw (left) and Melissa Ornduff. 


Felling-coached teams went 68-0 
during the 1981-82 and 82-83 
seasons — first time this ever 
occurred in the 76-year history of 
Illinois prep basketball. They cap- 
tured back-to-back state titles dur- 
ing this unbeaten skein. 

One of Felling’s top players was 
Marty Simmons, [Illinois Mr. 
Basketball his senior year, and 
now playing for coach Bob Knight 
at Indiana University. 

Glenn High had outstanding 
basketball teams in the early 1950s 
when Jerry Stute, Cliff Phillips, 
Jack Kirchner plus Oscar and 
Charlie Sessions were on the floor 
for the Pirates. In the early 1950s, 
they were undefeated and held a 
high state ranking when. they 
captured the Wabash Valley 
Basketball Tournament. But they 
had-to*gi 1 - 
their victories, when it was dis- 
covered one of their players had 
been ineiigible because of his age. 

Many East Glenn residents com- 
mute five miles or so to jobs in 
Terre Haute and they also shop 
there. 

But the community is not 
without its businesses. The East 
Glenn Town Market operates at 
the corner where the lone signal 
light hangs. Lovers of Oriental food 
frequent Aunjalees restaurant — 
east of East Glenn nearer to 
Seelyville and theres also 
Morsana Fine Food restaurant and 

ar. 

There are two churches: the 
Assembly of God and the Baptist 
church. 

There's also the Lost Creek 
Trailer Park and East Glenn 
Sunoco station, where George 
Mienheartt has been doing busi- 


a reading specialist in the Vigo 
County Schools Corp.; and Charles 
Clark, administrative assistant for 
the same schoal-c 6ن‎ 

Others GHS grads who went on 
to big things include James Morey 
who was graduated from Harvard 
University; Darrel Wible who was 
a Terre Haute radio sportcaster 
before acquiring a Ph. D. and 
becoming an English professor at 
Purdue; Bernard Plasket who 
became an inventor and sold a soap 
process to Proctor and Gamble; and 
Frank Shipley contributed to the 
development of the dial system for 
telephones. 

Max Jones — director of the 
Terre Haute Boys Club until his 
recent death — is another Glenn 


High grad; so is Terre Haute; 


businessman Max Gibson. 


Ron Felling, brother of attorney 
Darrell, is a Glenn High grad who 
went on to build a basketball 
dynasty at Lawrenceville High 
School in Illinois before resigning 
two seasons ago. 


Glenn farmer, remembers when U. S. 40 was first 


was made of logs. 


Clenn studies annexation to Seelyville 


The area's unincorporated status could change for this east Vigo 


people there must be in favor." —Dave Delaney 


County community. 


About two months ago, approximately 75 people showed up at 
the Seelyville town hall for a meeting to discuss possible East 
Glenn annexation into that somewhat larger commmunity, which 
lies about a mile east of East Glenn. 

"They talked about annexation into Seelyville," said Car! 
Altman, president of the Seelyville town board. “But they've been 
ta;king about that in East Glenn for 15 years.” 

Ruth Hartman has been one of the people circulating a petition, 
bu: she's not talking. When contacted by The Tribune-Star about 
the possible annexation, she declined comment. 

"We're not interested in getting a fight going with East Glenn," 
| said Altman. "If they volunteer (to be annexed), 51 percent of the 


torn down last vear. 

“Our school always had good 
spirit on the part of both students 
and their parents." recalled. 
tharp, now retired and living jus 
down U.S. 40 from the former 
school building. “We had very few 
disciplinary problems." En 

Coltharp said many graduates of 
the small high school went on to 
distinguish themselves. During its 
peak years in the '50s and '60s, 
there were approximately 250 stu- 
dents in the top four grades. 


Among them are recently retired 
medical doctor Clyde Jett and 
dentists Arthur Wright and John 
E. King; New York state chinaware 
designer Richard' Huggins who 
travels io Europe in his work; 
Indiana State University home 
economics professor Joan Taylor 
Jacobs; Wayne's son Robert Col. 
tharp who has a Ph.D. from the 
University of Florida and worked 
for NASA and is now a chemical 
engineer in Houston; Geneva Ross 
who is a doctor of education and is 
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county officials. Tucker said 
operating expenses run to about 
$90,000 annually — about the 
amount in each year from fees, 
memberships and fund-raisers. 

Tucker said last year's fund drive 
rounded up around $40.000 of the 
$50,000 goal. They had fish fries, 
spaghetti dinners, chili suppers, 
flea markets and dances to raise 
the money, she said. 

The civic center moved into the 
former Glenn High Schooi in 1978. 
But that almost didnt happen. 

“The building was close to being 
demolished,” Wilson said. “The 
wrecking ball was out here.” 

Wilson said at that point Terre 
Haute attorney Darrell Felling and 
Gallagher were the prime figures 
in gathering a group of interested 
citizens willing to save the build- 
ing. Felling is still the president of 
Une centers board of directors 
which emerged from those meet- 
ings. Felling went to school in East 
Glenn and his parents still live 
there. 

The original Glenn High School 
was built in 1911 and graduated its 
first class in 1913. The first 
building was torn down to make a 
parking lot last year. It contained 
grades 1-12 until the top four 
grades moved into what is now the 
civic center — the new Glenn High 
School built in 1928. It closed its 
doors in 1961 and the students 
were all transferred to Gerstmeyer 
High School. High schoolers now 
attend North Vigo High School. 

Wayne Coltharp taught history, 
Latin and social studies at Glenn 
High School for 41 years, retiring 
in 1972. He spent the last 11 years 
of his teaching career at Glenn 
Junior High School — the building 


By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


EAST GLENN, !nd. — It’s not 
entirely clear where this small 
community starts and where it 
ends. But it’s an active little spot 
that seems to have strong loyalty 
from those who live there now and 
those who used to. 

Because the community is unin- 
corporated, just where it begins 
and ends is a bit fuzzy. Roughly it 
extends north to where Ladd Road 
intersects with Fort Harrison Road 
and south on Chamberlain Road to 
Hulman Links. It goes east to Stop 
18 Road where Seelyville begins 
and west to the U.S. 40 bridge over 
the railroad. 

The center of activity is the 
former Glenn High School, a three- 
level building located on the corner 
of busy U.S. 40 and Chamberlain 
Road. It’s now simply called Glenn 
Center. 

“We've got 1,100 people playing 
in our basketbal! leagues." said 
Larry Wilson, center athletic direc- 
tor. That's more than twice the 
number of people in this unin- 
corporated community of 500 peo- 


ple. 

Marge Stahley puts her All That 
Tap ‘N Jazz dancers through their 
paces in the top floor of the 
- building, while across the hall 
Ruth and Rick Dantley operate the 
DAT gymnastic club. The place is 
filled with budding Marv Lou 
Rettons busy walking balance 
beams and working out on tumbl- 
ing mats. 

The YWCA runs fitness classes 
out of one room, and a model 
railroad club meets regularly in a 
room fully equipped with all their 
miniature railroad paraphernalia. 

Senior citizens gather for meals 
Monday through Friday at the 
center and the place is head- 
quarters for other senior activities 
such as euchre games and shooting 
pool. The senior meals are part of 
the federally subsidized, low-cost 
nutritional meals program handled 
locally by the West Central Indiana 
Economic Development Distirct. 

Debbie Tucker. who was named 
to the centers new position of 
community director about two 
weeks ago. said other activities 
include quilting, Thursday evening 
bingo, Cub Scout meetings and 
classes for those seeking high 
school diplumas. 

“I suppose 20.000 people or more 
pass through this place during any 
given year." said Tucker. 

Wilson said things will really 
start popping this spring when 
2,000 people sign up for the 
center's softball leagues. ^We have 
guys driving from as far away as 
Indianapolis and Bloomington to 
play in our softball league." 

There are tennis courts outside 
near the softball diamonds and a 
new shelter has been built in honor 
of Pete Gallagher for all his help at 
the center. 

^We want to start up an after- 
school child-care program," said 
Tucker, "and a day camp this 
summer." There's also talk of 
putting in a weight room, a jogging 
path and possibly outside shuffle 
board and horse shoe pits. 

The center survives on dona- 
tions, fees from members plus 
allocations from township and 


